
Welcome to this edition of  Post Print! 

The new academic year has
begun, and everyone at RRR
seems to be busy and bustling!
Despite being just a few short
weeks into the Michaelmas
term, new research in the long
nineteenth century continues
to explode onto the scene, and
we are delighted to share
everything new with you in this
edition of Post Print!

Before we start,  I should
introduce myself. Hi! My name
is Beth Stewart. I am a part-
time PhD student at the
University of Sussex, and I am
taking over as the new Post
Print newspaper editor and
Communications Coordinator
for RRR. I’ll be behind your
regular social media posts and
each issue of Post Print going
forward. I am incredibly excited
to meet and work with you all,
and honoured to be able to
share the fantastic work you
are doing with our community.

Sadly, with my introduction, we
must also say goodbye to the
brilliant former newspaper
editor, Dr Cleo O’Callaghan
Yeoman. Cleo recently
defended her thesis, Novel
Reading and Self-Improvement
in Scotland, c.1800-37.  We
want to say a huge
congratulations to Cleo, and
give our best wishes for all her
future endeavours; we can’t
wait to see what you do next! 

I hope you all enjoy the new
aesthetic and layout of the
newsletter. As always, if you
have any suggestions for
sections you’d like to see
included, or if you have
anything you’d like to share for
future editions, please do get in
touch! 

We all hope you’re having a
wonderful start to the new
academic year, and wish you
success in all your research. 

Happy reading! 
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Researcher Insights
In this month’s Researcher Insights — where we focus on the exciting research being done by our
PGR and academic editors — we will be sharing insights from our Lead Academic Editor, Professor
Christopher Prior, and our RRR Deputy Editor, Katie MacLean!

Professor Christopher Prior: 

“I'm Professor in Colonial and Postcolonial History at the
University of Southampton, and RRR's Lead Academic
Editor. My work has focused on histories of empire and
post-empire in Africa in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Perhaps the thing I get drawn to most in my
research time and again is the ways individuals find
meaning and construct understanding of others. My
latest book, The Ndebele, Frank Oates, and Knowledge
Production in the 1870s: Encounters at the Edge of
Empire (Palgrave/Cambridge Imperial and Postcolonial
Studies, 2025) with Dr Joseph Higgins, considers how
Africans and Europeans experienced one another and
sought to make sense of one another. This  naturally
touches on race and racism, but also the roles of
emotions and personal ambitions in shaping the often
quite complicated and fluid feelings different people
had about one another. Other books and articles I’ve
written have considered, amongst other things, late-
Victorian left-wing conceptions of empire in Africa, the
impact of the Second Anglo-Boer War upon Edwardian
ideas of themselves, and what Agatha Christie can tell
us about the end of empire!

The book I’m currently finishing is all about British
diplomats and how they engaged with ex-colonies in
the 1960s and 1970s after the formal empire had
(largely) come to an end. Through all of this, I
continue to be inspired by the amazing work RRR
contributors do – the articles the journal publishes
never fail to fire off the synapses in new and
unpredictable directions!”

Kate MacLean, PhD Researcher: 

“I am a Postgraduate Researcher at the University of
Stirling, funded by the Carnegie Trust. My project is
provisionally titled 'Jane Austen on Stage: 1782-2023,'
and explores queer elements of performance and
adaptation. My thesis argues that queerness is
intrinsic to the history of adapting Austen for the
stage, reflecting her concerns with gender and
sexuality.
I was the 2024 Jane Austen Scholar-in-Residence at
Goucher College, Maryland, where I worked in the
Alberta Burke Collection. She was a Janeite who
carefully recorded any reference to Austen in the
media in a set of scrapbooks. This research formed the
basis for Chapter 3 of my dissertation, which looks at
queer adaptation in the mid-twentieth century.

I was particularly interested in her photographs of
cross-dressed productions of Pride and Prejudice in
single-sex schools, and I gave a paper on my
f indings at the recent Global Jane Austen
conference in Southampton. I was also a 2024
Chawton House Fellow, during which I wrote the
f irst chapter of my dissertation around queer
performance and adaptation in Austen’s own life. I
was particularly interested in the original
manuscript of Sir Charles Grandison, which contains
all kinds of camp theatre conventions that we see
again in later adaptations of Austen’s own novels
(like crossdressing, satire, miniaturisation, etc.). I
also contributed to the exhibition 'Sisters of the Pen:
Jane Austen, Influence, Legacy,’ with my display
'Drama in the Drawing Room' highlighting the role
of theatre in Austen’s world and her adaptation
history. 
This research is important as it sheds light on
undervalued histories – like that of queer
performers and amateur productions – as well as
analysing underutilised archival sources like the
Burke scrapbooks. No one has undertaken this
methodical approach to cataloguing Austenian
theatre adaptations before, and I hope to contribute
to the emerging f ield of queer adaptation studies!”

2



Culture, Capital and Carnival:
Modern Media and the

Representation of Work 

In September, Dr Will Kitchen’s new monograph,
Culture, Capital, and Carnival: Modern Media and
the Representation of Work, was published by
Bloomsbury! 

This work presents an interdisciplinary study of how
working values have been represented and
subverted in multimedia culture, including literature,
films, TV shows, and historical discourse. Kitchen
provides case studies which span from the
nineteenth century to the present, incorporating the
works of Henry James, George Orwell, and Robert
Darnton, to name a few.  

Andrew King — Professor of English Literature and
Literary Studies at the University of Greenwich — has
described the study as “a disturbing, brilliant yet
humane book that we all need to read. It reminds us
of something we knew but dared not think: that we
need to stop laughing at work, open our eyes, and
dare to change. I only wish I had written it myself.” 

A huge congratulations to Will from RRR; we can’t
wait to read this! 

Published on September 4th, 2025
Available to purchase now at Bloomsbury, TG Jones,
and Amazon. 

Author Spotlight:

This month, we are delighted to share the publication of a new monograph by RRR editor,
Dr Will Kitchen! 

Dr Will Kitchen is an editor for the Romance,
Revolution and Reform Journal, and an expert in
Film and Media Studies. Will has worked at several
academic institutions across the UK, including as
a Teaching Fellow in Film Studies at the University
of Southampton, a Visiting Tutor at  Arts University
Bournemouth, and an Associate Lecturer at the
University of Chichester. 

Alongside Culture, Capital and Carnival
(Bloomsbury 2025), Will has authored ReFocus:
The Films of Lindsay Anderson (Edinburgh
University Press, 2025), Film, Negotiation and
Freedom: Capitalism and Romantic Critique
(Bloomsbury, 2023), and Romanticism and Film:
Franz Liszt and Audio-Visual Explanation
(Bloomsbury, 2020).  
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Sex in the Long Nineteenth Century: 15  January 2026 | University
of Stirling, Scotland | Keynote Speaker:  Dr Michael Shaw 

th

The call for papers for our upcoming
conference at the University of Stirling has
now come to a close. Thank you so much to
everyone who sent in an abstract; we
continue to be blown away by the brilliant,
high-quality research our community is
producing, and we can’t wait to showcase it
in January. 

Information about how to register for the
conference and more details about the
schedule will be released soon, so please
continue to check our social media for
updates, as tickets do go quickly! 
 

We are also pleased to announce that
our keynote speaker will be Dr Michael
Shaw. 

Dr Shaw is a Senior Lecturer in Scottish
Literature at the University of Stirling. He
is also the Director of the Scottish Centre
for Victorian and Neo-Victorian Studies
and a Fellow of the Higher Education
Academy. His research focuses on
Scottish literature and art across the
nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, and he is currently working on
presentations of homosexuality in
Scottish literature from 1880 to 1930. 

His monograph, The Fin-de-Siècle
Scottish Revival: Romance, Decadence
and Celtic Identity was released by
Edinburgh University Press, in 2020. 

Conference Update
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Gentleman’s Relish: Prostitution in
the Georgian Era

On the 28  of October, a lunchtime talk will be
taking place at 12:30pm, Dr Johnson’s House in
London, by Sheelagh James. Described as ‘a
tale of winners and losers, humour and despair’
the talk is sure to be a fascinating insight into
the Georgian period. 

th

Tickets can be bought at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gentlemens-
relish-prostitution-in-the-georgian-era-tickets-
1650355169739?aff=oddtdtcreator for £3.96. 

Ornamental Blackness: The Black Figure
in European Decorative Arts 

On Friday, 14  November, 6:30-9:00 pm, the V&A South
Kensington will be hosting a conversation with curator
and historian Adrienne L. Childs and V&A curator Dr
Madeleine Haddon. The talk will explore how ‘decorative
arts shaped ideas of Blackness in the 18  to 19th-century
European visual culture.’ The talk stems from Childs’
new book of the same name, recently published by Yale
University Press, and promises to be an incredible and
insightful discussion.

th

th

Tickets are £15, and can be bought on the V&A websiite. 

Call for Papers: ‘Women Religious:
Patronage and Networks from Medieval to
Modern’

The call for papers has opened for The History of
Women Religious in Britain and Ireland annual
conference, due to take place on the 11  and 12  of June
2026 at Queen Mary University. Related themes and
topics can be found at their website, linked below.
Abstracts of 250-300 words are welcome, alongside a
short author biography, before Friday, 30  June. 

th th

th

https://historyofwomenreligious.org/call-for-papers-
2025/ 

The Medium is the Message

The College of Psychic Studies is opening a new
exhibition on the 9  of October, which will be
running until the 31  of January 2026. 

th

st

This exhibit will ‘explore the rich and complex
relationship between artistic practice and
mediumship [...] bringing together more than 30
artists from the mid-19  century to the present
day, examining how artists have visualised
supernatural connection and imagined radical
futures shaped by the ghostly and unseen.’

th

This entry is free to attend. You can register
interest on the College of Psychic Studies
website. 

Diary Dates: Talks, Conferences, and CfP: 
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https://www.rrrjournal.com/ RRR@soton.ac.uk

That’s everything for this edition of Post Print. Thank you, as
always, for reading, and make sure you get in touch if you have

anything you’d like to review, share, or announce in the next
edition!

Thank you for reading!
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