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Welcome to our new PGR Editors! 

This spring has brought with it another busy few 

months for all of us here at RRR. In March, we were 

delighted to welcome four new Postgraduate 

Editors to the board. 

Fabia Buescher 

(she/her) is a 

PhD student at 

the University 

of Cambridge, 

working at the 

intersection of 

the feminist 

philosophy of 

care ethics, 

critical disability studies and sacrifice studies to 

examine the fraught concept of (self-)sacrifice in 

mid-Victorian care communities. She is 

particularly interested in how Victorian texts 

negotiate the tension between (self-)sacrifice and 

self-interest and the kind of challenge this came to 

pose to the nineteenth-century imagination of care 

and ethics. Authors she works on include Charlotte 

Yonge, Elizabeth Gaskell, Harriet Martineau, 

Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole. Her 

research interests more broadly include care ethics, 

medical humanities, feminism, affect studies, 

ecocriticism and the nineteenth-century realist 

novel. 

Megha Mazumdar (she/her) is a 3rd year 

doctoral scholar in the department of English, at 

Shiv Nadar Institute of Eminence, Delhi NCR, 

India, working on the areas of death and mourning 

in Victorian literature. She is also working as a 

Teaching/ Research Assistant at the same. Her 

interests spread 

across a wide 

understanding of 

death as an event 

and the material 

and biological 

identity of the 

corpse as an 

evidence of 

finitude. Besides looking at fiction in general, 

Megha’s research also extends to the broader realm 

of Victorian nonfiction and 19th Century 

periodicals. Additionally, Megha takes a keen 

interest in poetry, especially multilingual poetry. 

She is also an active poet herself and is currently 

working on her collection, ‘Unseen.’ 

Jessica McLennan’s research interests 

include the connection between literary and 

psychodynamic discourse, transgressive female 

representations in the long nineteenth century and 
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formalist approaches to poetry. Jessica is currently 

completing a PhD at Macquarie University on the 

relationship between Victorian dramatic 

monologues and nineteenth-century theories of the 

mind 

(associationism, 

monomania and 

Freudian 

personality 

theory). She 

contends that in 

nineteenth-

century 

psychological poetry, the female psyche is not 

depicted chiefly as an interpreter of cultural 

inputs; rather, women’s ideas seem more 

contingent than men’s on navigation of the natural 

world. Thus, women’s “otherness” is mapped onto 

the environmental matrix that conditions their 

thoughts. 

Elizabeth Stewart is a part-time PhD 

student at the University of Sussex, whose 

research focuses on eighteenth-century women’s 

writing and depictions of the relationship between 

feeling and 

knowledge. Her 

thesis focuses 

particularly on the 

works of Frances 

Burney, Mary 

Wollstonecraft, 

Anna Laetitia 

Barbauld, Sarah 

Trimmer, and 

Mary Shelley. She acquired her BA in English 

Literature from Durham University, her MLitt in 

Women, Writing and Gender from St Andrews, 

and her PGCE in Secondary English from 

Sussex.  In 2024, Beth was awarded the Burney 

Society UK Scholarship and the BSECS-BECC 

Fellowship. Before embarking on her PhD, Beth 

was a qualified English teacher, and she is 

passionate about the accessibility and promotion 

of literary studies. Recently, she co-authored and 

released an e-book on Macbeth’s soliloquies for 

GSCE students.   

We are also delighted to announce Dr 

Michelle Reynolds as our newest Academic 

Editor, following her recent viva victory. Michelle 

first joined the board as a PGR Editor in January 

2022 and we are thrilled that she has chosen to 

stay on with us in a new role as she embarks upon 

the next stage of her career! 

 

Call for Submissions for Issue 8 now closed! 

 

The call for submissions for Issue 8, ‘Play in the 

Long Nineteenth Century’, closed on Friday 18th 

April. The present moment therefore marks a 

particularly busy and exciting one in the journal’s 

annual cycle. We would like to thank everyone who 

responded to the call for submissions, and also 

everyone who shared it within their networks. Issue 

8 promises to be another fantastic contribution to 

RRR’s broader development and progression as a 

journal, and we look forward to sharing more news 

with you on this front soon! 
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Prize Congratulations! 

We would like to congratulate our friend and 

colleague, Katie Maclean (RRR’s current Deputy 

Editor) on her recent achievement as a finalist for 

the 2024 Keats-Shelley Prize, awarded by the 

Keats-Shelley Memorial Association. Katie’s 

essay, titled ‘Queerness, Hender & Heterosexuality 

in The Rocky Horror Picture Show and 

Frankenstein’, was highly commended, and is 

available to read here. Katie was also awarded a 

bursay to travel to the prizegiving ceremony at the 

John Murray Publishing House in London. She is 

pictured below with Tom Holland, the 2024 judge.  

Researcher Insights 

We are delighted to share insights into the research 

of two members of RRR’s editorial board, Daniel 

Breeze (PGR Editor) and Dr Fraser Riddell 

(Academic Editor). Thanks are due to both for their 

time and words.  

Daniel Breeze is a PhD researcher in 

History at Loughborough University. “My PhD 

seeks to recover the nonhuman (and human) 

networks of two Victorian vegetarians and public 

intellectuals: Anna Kingsford (1846-1888) and 

Henry Salt (1851-1939). It is my proposition that 

the companionships and encounters each of these 

figures had with non-human animals were not 

incidental, but deeply formative – shaping both 

their intellectual trajectories and their activist 

commitments. In order to explore this, I trace their 

animal-human biographies, paying close attention 

to personal writings, before building up to a 

sustained engagement with their ideas concerning 

human-animal relations. These ideas emerged 

within a wider context of intellectual and social 

upheaval, shaped by post-Darwinian thought, the 

movement for women’s advancement, and the rise 

of democratic socialist ideas. 

This approach – one that takes seriously 

the idea of animals as historical subjects and 

considers how ideas are shaped through lived, 

embodied, interspecies experience – has enabled 

me to illuminate the intersections between animal 

rights work and other philosophical or political 

commitments held by Kingsford and Salt. At this 

stage of the project, I have found myself reflecting 

on the emotional, material, and even spiritual 

dimensions of these relationships, and how they 

complicate our understanding of Victorian 

thought. Moreover, I am currently thinking and 

starting to write about how Kingsford’s and Salt’s 

ideas fit into the longer history of animal rights 

theory, including more contemporary accounts. 

My work is shaped by existing literature in 

animal-human history and animal studies more 

broadly, as well as by recent discussions about the 

use of biography as a historical method. On this 

latter point, I have become increasingly interested 

https://keats-shelley.org/prizes/keats_shelley_prize_2024
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in the place of narrative within academic history, 

and the role history might play as an engine of 

empathy. Alongside my thesis, I have three 

articles at various stages of development: one 

establishing Kingsford as a forgotten philosopher, 

another examining her editorial work on a 

women’s periodical, and a third exploring Edward 

Maitland’s biography of Kingsford.” 

Dr Fraser Riddell is Assistant Professor in 

English and Medical Humanities at Durham 

University. His work focusses on late-Victorian 

literature and culture, with a particular focus on 

gender, sexuality and embodiment. He is currently 

working on a book exploring the ways in which 

nineteenth-century writers developed new styles 

of literary description to re-evaluate the 

significance of sensory experience. His research 

engages with recent theoretical work in embodied 

cognition and neurodiversity studies, alongside 

Victorian philosophy and the sciences of mind. He 

has recently finished a chapter on the relationship 

between Decadent style and sensory processing in 

the essays of the cosmopolitan aesthete Lafcadio 

Hearn, and is also editing a special issue 

of Volupté on Hearn for publication later this year. 

His other current project is working with the 

archives of the queer activist George Cecil Ives, 

hopefully to prepare an edition of his unpublished 

novel The Missing Baronet. His publications 

include Music and the Queer Body in English 

Literature at the Fin de Siècle (Cambridge UP, 

2022) and (as co-editor) Charlotte Mew: Poetics, 

Bodies, Ecologies (Palgrave, 2024). At Durham 

University’s Institute for Medical Humanities, he 

co-leads the Affective Experience Lab with 

Corinne Saunders. Recent interdisciplinary 

collaborations in the Lab have included 

workshops and seminars on rhythm and the body, 

sensory description, near-death experiences, and 

analysing ambivalence.  

Diary Dates 

• ‘The Global Jane Austen: Celebrating 

and Commemorating 250 years of Jane 

Austen’, University of Southampton, 10-

12 July 2025. Register before 6 June here. 

• BAVS 25th Anniversary Conference, 

University of Oxford, 23-25 July 2025. 

Register from 1 June here.  

• BARS 2025 PGR & ECR Conference, 

‘Romantic (Un)Consciousness’, 

University of Cambridge, 4-5 September 

2025 & online 12 September 2025. 

Register here. 

Farewell from the Newsletter Editor 
 

This issue marks the end of a Post Print era. I will 

submit my PhD next month, and the present issue 

is therefore my last as the outgoing Newsletter 

Editor for RRR. It’s been a pleasure to collect and 

share news from the board and wider community 

over the last four years. I look forward to passing 

over the reins, knowing this aspect of the Journal 

will continue to flourish in a safe pair of new 

hands. In the meantime, I’d like to wish all our 

readers a happy and productive summer.  

Cleo O’Callaghan Yeoman (Universities of 

Stirling, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, May 2025). 

https://store.southampton.ac.uk/conferences-and-events/faculty-of-arts-and-humanities/english-department/the-global-jane-austen-celebrating-and-commemorating-250-years-of-jane-austen
https://english.web.ox.ac.uk/bavs2025
https://barsconference2025.wixsite.com/home

